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On the cover...
Julie Rice of Riverview Chapter dressed in  
Hocus Pocus fashion at the 2025 Florida 
Chapter Rally Days held October 12-14 
at Moosehaven.

The Courier is published bi-monthly and is posted on 
the FMA website at floridamooose.com

Publisher: Florida Moose Association     Editor: Kimberly Kelly

The Florida Moose Association continues to show just 
how focused, driven, and motivated our members are 
when they come together for  a common goal.

New FMA President Scott Kern is developing a plan to 
make Florida the Top Association in this great Moose 
fraternity.

Florida’s Women of the Moose are showing others 
how they support Mooseheart and Moosehaven in 
ways that no other part of this fraternity can.

Moose Legionnaires are continuing to find new ways 
to make what we do fun and show the way to doing 
some good thing everyday.

As we move forward in our support of Mooseheart 
and Moosehaven, and give back to our local commu-
nity, always remember that you are a part of the Green 
Machine that is making its way to the top.

Deadline for submitting news articles and
photos for the next issue of The Courier:

December  15, 2025
Submit news articles and photos to TheCourierFMA@gmail.com
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Special thanks to the 
following Boosters:

PLATINUM: 
Jayne Bennett	 Doug Husted	 Kenny Rogers	
Larry D’Angelo	 John Lavelle	 Jim Blanchard
Jay Andrade	 Wayne Beyer 	 Jeff Pitch
Chuck Kinnaman	 Norm Reed	 Dan ONeal
Billy Wernersbach	 Duffy Friss 	 Robert Saindon 
Rebecca Zarate 	 Christopher Pedone    
The Bowman Family

GOLD:
Charlotte	 Marv Gardner	 Duffy Friss
Margie Walter	 Mike Purdy	 Paula Castleberry
Kimberly Kelly	 Jason Thornbloom
In Memory of Charlie Titheridge                   

SILVER:
Jacquiline Poiret	 JoEllen Thompson.

From the Editor
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All
Aboard!

First let me say I am so proud to represent this great 
association this year as President. 

We have started this year by reaching an agreement 
with a lobbyist that will fight for all our lodges to make 
gaming legal and hopefully eliminate sales taxes. That’s 
why we have formed a new committee to work hand-
in-hand with the lobbyist.

With the new changes in the Top Association of the 
Year, Moose International has broken it down into four 
categories based on membership. 

That means we will be competing with associations 
with over 50,000 in membership. 

We will be working with certain committees on a plan 
of action so that we will be competing for that award, 
not just this year, but for years to come.

It will take all of us working together to achieve such a 
lofty goal like this, but I know from the bottom of my 
heart that we all have it in us to become the Best As-
sociation.

I hope everyone is planning to attend the 15th Annual 
Moosehaven Chili Cook-off on November 8. 

If you are planning on coming up the day before there 
will be a ribbon cutting at 1:30 p.m. for the AAA pavilion.

I know it will be a lot of traveling across the great as-
sociation, but I look forward to seeing old friends and 
making plenty of new ones as my personal goal will be 
to visit all 23 districts this year. 

So, buckle up as this Big Green FMA train starts rolling 
out of the station. We will not stop until we reach our 
goal of Top Association.

FMA PRESIDENT

SCOTT KERN

We have started this year 
by reaching an agreement 
with a lobbyist who 
will fight for all our 
lodges to make 
gaming legal and 
hopefully eliminate sales taxes.

Destination: Top Association
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see FMA, page 6

FMA 2024—2025 Officers
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Territory Manager/FMA Liaison
W. Scott Duncan 
2407 Hagopian Ave SW, Palm Bay, Fl 32908-4729 
321-501-7180 
sduncan@mooseintl.org

President  
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr., Sanford, FL 32771  
407-314-6287 
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Vice President 
Walter Wommack 
13107 Firefly Lane, Hudson, FL 34669
727-919-4225 
wpwommack@ideacomfl.com

Treasurer  
Gerard DuBois  
740 90th St , Marathon, Fl 33050 
305-481-7187 
dubiosp@bellsouth.net 

Chaplain  
Jay Andrade 
112 Sunrise Dr, Rotunda West, FL 33947
401-465-3885
englewoodjay@gmail.com

Jr Past President 
Todd Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Secretary  
Dan O’Neal  
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-286 
407-547-7216 
floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary 
Rhonda Shockley  
110 NE 28th St, Pompano Beach, Fl 33064 
954-774-0508 
supershock67@aol.com

Sergeant at Arms  
Julie Anderson  
1004  Virginia   Ave, Lynn  Haven, Fl 32444  
850-303-3741 
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

FMA LIASON
 SCOTT

 DUNCAN

What
If?

I took to writing my “What if?” moment a few 
years ago. 

My first thought was, “what if the Moose 
combined membership with the Women of 
the Moose?” 

Fast forward to today, we have been one since 2021. 

So here I am asking myself another question…

What if the Women of the Moose and the Moose Legion disappeared 
forever? 

We are a unified fraternity. Why do we need to hold extra meetings? 
What makes them important to our lodges? 

I want to stress the importance of having these conversations and un-
derstanding what these units in our fraternity mean to us.

Both the Women of the Moose and the Moose Legion are made up of 
leaders who want to give a little more effort to support the mission of 
the Moose.

They step up to ensure our lodges have ready and willing volunteers to 
perform daily needs and shine bright when helping in our communities.

They step up to support each lodge effort to support our children in 
need at Mooseheart.

Chapters raise and donate funds earmarked for the music program, 
special activities, physical and occupational therapy, photography, new 
residents, Feed a Home in December, athletic programs for both boys 

and girls, and Christ-
mas in October.

For Moosehaven, 
they provide phar-
macy assistance, dai-
ly needs, vision, hear-
ing the dental, beauty 
shop, and Christmas 
in October.

Both the Women of the Moose 
and the Moose Legion are 
made up of leaders who
 want to give a little more 
effort to support the 
mission of the Moose. see SUPPORT, page 16
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“From the bottom of
my heart — thank you, 

Florida, for showing 
what compassion, 

teamwork, and 
sisterhood can 

achieve. 
You are the heart

of who we are 
and why we serve!”

~ BABS MOFFIT

Chapter Rally Days Oct 10-12, 2025
MOOSEHAVEN
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FMA, from page 4

see FMA, page 8

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Assistant Sergeant at Arms 
Alan Herb  
4513 W Price Ave, Tampa, FL 33611   
813-817-4853 
chickherb154@aol.com 

Inner Guard  
Valerie O’Brien 
10559 154Th Rd N, Jupiter, Fl 33478  
561-309-9892 
vko0801@yahoo.com 

Assistant Inner Guard 
Ed McGurn  
68 W Palm Dr,  Margate, FL 33063 
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Outer Guard  
Troy Broughton   
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com

Assistant Outer Guard 
Mike Davis   
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771
407-509-6054
legion227@mooseunits.org

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
District 1  
Roy Suarez  
6558 Covington Cir, Pensacola, FL 32526 
(850) 232-0708 
roysuarez1959@gmail.com

District 2  
Leah Turner  
157 Southern Grove Dr, St Johns, FL 32259
904-477-8658
bug.turner528@gmail

District 3  
Gary Grimm Jr 
85522 Owens Rd, Fernandina Bch, FL 32034
904-557-3383
gar_53@yahoo.com

District 4  
Maureen Weeks  
316 Bahia Circle, Ocala, FL 34472
321-443-0513
mbauchman5@aol.com

The Courier to transition to 
online-only publication
Due to rising print and mail costs, The Courier will become an online-only publi-
cation as of January 1, 2026.

“The goal is to have it post on the first day of every other month beginning in 
January,” Editor Kimberly Kelly said. The Courier publishes six editions each year. 
The most recent Courier will always be posted on FloridaMoose.com, as are all 
previous issues.

The Courier Booster program has resumed with pricing at $50 for Platinum Level, 
$25 for Gold Level, and $5 for Silver Level. Booster names will published in each 
edition.

As an added bonus, Boosters will get a copy of The Courier before anyone else 
does straight to their email’s inbox.

Monies collected through the Booster program will be equally split between the 
Publications Committee, to be used for future equipment purchases, and the 
current FMA Project.

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Tallahassee Lodge donated $2,500 to Capital City Rowing. This amount 
included naming rights to a boat. They chose “Mooseheart”.

VFW Post 3308 presented a plaque to Tallahassee Moose Lodge in ap-
preciation for they do to support them.

Submitted by Scott Duncan
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Florida’s Chapter members gave new meaning to what it 
is to be a member of the Women of the Moose at Chap-
ter Rally Days October 10-12.

“Rally Day gives Chapter members an opportunity to 
gather and celebrate,” Denielle Baile said, noting that 
there are no longer WOTM conferences and conventions 
separate from Association events.

“It’s a time to recognize accomplishments, inform mem-
bers, share ideas and have fun,” she said.

Denielle Baile is the Executive Project Manager for the 
Women of the Moose. 

She shared that Activities and Events at Chapter Rally 
Days may include Recognizing Top Chapters, Retention 
Awards, Meals/Banquets, March of Checks, Official Vis-
itors or Keynote Speakers, Fundraising & Training, Skits, 
Themes & the Rosie Pageant, Story of the Rose, and Travel 
or Attendance Trophies.

“It might be a weekend-long retreat or a few-hour work-
shop depending on interest, time, and cost,” she said.

This year’s Florida Chapter Rally Days was a multi-day 
event was held at Moosehaven and provided those in at-
tendance an opportunity to see the campus and its resi-
dents firsthand.

Events during the weekend included a social get-togeth-
er complete with a grazing table and hot apple cider, a full 
day of workshops (QuickBooks Online, Fraternal Recog-
nition, and Financial Review), a scavenget hunt, costume 
contest, tours, Rose ceremony, food trucks, and lots of fun.

Over 200 sisters from 79 Chapters came together to 
share ideas, learn, and have fun.

Together they raised over $9,000 which included a pecial 
March of Checks for Moosehaven Daily Needs ($5,500), 

Florida’s Chapter
Rally Days

Annual event showed why Chapters matter

see RALLY, page 9

Creativity abounded at Florida’s Chapter Rally Days. Judges awarded Chapter members above for their creativity.
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FMA, from page 6

District 5  
Scott Bender  
2727 N Atlantic Ave #302, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
352-476-7996
kwhometownagents@yahoo.com

District 6 
Robert Bowen 
900 Montana Ave, St Cloud, FL 34769
407-467-2296
rbowen128@cfl.rr.com

District 7 
Janice Brogdon 
1900 Blue Fish Pl, Geneva FL 32732
321-474-4704
janice.brogdon2016@gmail.com

District 8 
Kevin Moglia 
615 Erin Way, Brooksville, FL 34601 
(352) 650-0948 
kmoglia@tampabay.rr.com

District 9 
Barbara Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-517-4013
barbara.a.pedone@gmail.com

District 10 
William Gutierrez 
3300 Alt 15N 111A, Dunedin, FL 34698
413-358-3095
wgutierrez01201@aol.com

District 11 
Gary Chronister 
3511 Pine Top Dr, Valrico, FL 33594
717-805-3416
gchronister37@gmail.com

District 12 
Kevin Lolmaugh 
325 Jupiter, Winter Haven, FL 33884
863-242-7538
kevinlolmaugh@yahoo.com

District 13 
Cory Kapral 
907 44th Ave, Ellenton, FL 34222
941-518-7799
corykapral@yahoo.com

see FMA, page 10

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

North Port Moose Lodge #764 donated 60 meals to the United Way in 
support of workers from the Home Depot that were painting a home 
that was under repair from Hurricane Ian.  Pictured left to right, Rep-
resentative from the local United Way, Our Officers Jr. Past President 
James Godshall, Asst. Administrator Gene Herbst, Chaplin Susan Runge, 
Administrator Terry Seal, Representative from local United Way. 

Submitted by Susan Runge

St Petersburg Moose Lodge #1145 donated $1000.00 to MVP Florida 
Baseball for season sponsorship to go directly towards covering, travel, 
lodging,food and tournament costs for their players and coaches

Submitted by St Petersburg Moose Lodge



Moose Charities“‘s Uniting Hearts” Project for Mooseheart 
($3,355), and another $600 for the Endowment Fund.

Bourbon
and Cigars
As Chapter 
members were 
at Moosehaven 
for tours, learn-
ing, and fun, their 
spouses were 
on lodge adven-
tures of their own 
complete with 
bottles of bour-
bon and cigars.

“Jim Bever and 
I started it when Rally Days started at Howie in the Hills,” 
Chris Pedone said.

They made it a tradition when they went to Zephyhills the 
next year.

“We brought our own bourbon and bought it back from the Lodge,” 
he said.

It wasn’t until they went to Port Charlotte that it became a 
fundraiser of their own. The bourbon was donated to the 
lodge who sold drinks back to the group.

Those in the group paid $20 to be part of the group. That 
money was donated to the Women of the Moose.

“This year we donated $400 to the Women of the Moose, 
and the Lodge made $300,” Pedone said.

Their hopes is to continue this annual tradition with even 
more participation in the future

Top Chapters
The criteria for Top Chapter includes: Gain in Membership, 
Award of Achievement two consecutive years, attendance 
at training sessions , donations to Moose Charities, and 
Officer/Chairman Participation (chairs filled).

The top five Chapters included: 

Ranking	 Chapter Number	 Chapter Name

	 1		  1662	 Dunnellon
	 2		  1597	 Arcadia
	 3		  777	 Punta Gorda
	 4		  1810	 Big Pine Key
	 5		  1773	 Inverness

“We are honored to have won the (Top  “We are honored to have won the (Top  
Chapter). We never thought our small Chapter). We never thought our small 

 Chapter had a chance.” Chapter had a chance.”
 ~ALMA WHITMAN

RALLY, from page 7

see RALLY, page 14

Passion and focus is the name of the game,
for we’re Women of the Moose in heart and in name.

The success that we find can be seen here and there,
in all that we doand the love that we share.

	 ~ from Dunnellon Chapter 1662’s Hocus Pocus themed BOOK of spells

Alma Whitman receives the Top Chapter Award from Grand 
Chancellor Barb Mcpherson.

Phyllis Lucas is presented $400 for the 
Women of the Moose from Jim Bever and 
Chris Pedone after their Bourbon and Ci-
gars event.
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FMA, from page 8

District 14 
William Walker 
10943 SW Walker Rd, Arcadia, FL 34269 
(863) 990-3348 
heavyrescue63@yahoo.com

District 15 
Wayne Miller 
137 40th Ct , Vero Beach, FL 32968 
(772) 532-0780 
waym1957@yahoo.com

District 16 
John Bienkowski 
9096 Hilliard Terr, Englewood, FL 34324
248-431-8175
john8147@aol.com

District 17 
Cynthia Bennett 
7804 Deland Ave, Ft Pierce, FL 34951
772-646-2131
cynthiabennett260@gmail.com

District 18 
Angela Henderson 
1434 SE 23rd Terr, Cape Coral, FL 33990
239-257-7378
fmadistrict18@gmail.com 

District 19 
William Devers 
420 Lake Ave, Lehigh Acres, FL 33972
540-336-8851
deverswilliam09@gmail.com

District 20 
William Allen 
9367 Isla Bella Cir, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
239-980-2171
billallen6312@gmail.com

District 21 
Heather Risch
2910 NW 1st Dr, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-732-9253
risch.dist21@gmail.com

District 22 
Keith Delano
PO Box 226822, Miami, FL 33222
305-776-9880
miaheatkd@att.net

see FMA, page 12

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

 North Port Moose Lodge 764 received for its 14th year in a row, the Pre-
mier Lodge Award! They were recognized at the September 2025 Flori-
da Moose Association for their overall success meeting specific criteria 
such as increasing membership, donations to Moose Charities, etc. 

Pictured above, hanging the plaque with new Premier coin in place is  
Kevin Mennerick, 1 Yr. Trustee; Susan Runge, Chaplain; Edward Mell, Vice 
President; James Godshall, Jr. Past President; Anna-Marie Mitchell, Pres-
ident; and Terry Seal, Administrator. 

Pictured below are Kevin Mennerick, 1 Yr. Trustee -(The Moose 2025 
Heart of the Community Bronze Coin and Plaque, first time recipient), 
Terry Seal, Administrator (Leadership Award of Excellence), and James 
Godshall , Jr. Past President (Leadership Award of Excellence).

Submitted by Susan Runge



From Special walls in the Lodge home to events and pre-
sentations in their honor, Veterans throughout the Moose 
fraternity are honored in a variety of ways.

Below are just a few of the ways our Lodges celebrate 
their service to our country.

Land O’ Lakes 1903
Land O’ Lakes, FL Moose Lodge 1903’s Ralph Fisher, who 
served 20 Years in the USCG, has been the Valued Vet-
erans Chairman for all but two years since its inception 
in 2017.

At the lodge, he and Navy Vet John Clark worked together  
to honor their veterans.

Clark made a pallet wood flag that metal dog tags are 
afixed to. Each one includes the Veterans’ first and last 
name, and branch of military service.

The first tag is black and indicates that the person was 
the son of a member killed in combat in Afgahistan a few 
years ago. 

“His father, who is also a Vet, ask me if I could place it on 
the flag,’ Ralph Fisher said. “He is in the very first spot as he 
died in Combat.”

The first two dog tag lines, the “Row of Honor,” are made 
of brass to distinguish that lodge members who were vet-
erans but now deceased. There are 141 Dog Tags on it. 

Marathon Moose Lodge 1058 
Marathon Moose Lodge 1058 has held multiple fundraisers 
for both their Valued Veterans Fund and the community. 
Above are Challenge Coins that Marathon Moose Lodge 
1058  sold to raise money for our Valued Veterans Fund. 

Salute to Veterans
and how they serve their communities
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Hanging on the wall of Land O’ Lakes, FL Moose Lodge 1903 is this handmade flag honoring all veterans of Land O’ Lakes 
Moose Lodge.                                                                                                                                                                    Submitted by Ralph Fisher

see SALUTE page 18
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FMA, from page 10

see FMA, page 14

District 23 
Patrick Streepy 
11601 1st Ave, Marathon, FL 33050 
(305) 587-7167 
patrickstreepy@gmail.com

SPECIAL COMMITTEE
APPOINTMENTS
Apparel Exchange 
Sharen Reardon 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
936-433-9016
sharenreardon1965@yahoo.com

Audio-Visual  
Jim Kelly  
188 Marseille Drive, Naples, FL 34112  
239-287-5976 
jimreliv@comcast.net

Council of Higher Degrees (N) 
Buddy Dugger 
5754 Woodlawn Rd, Macclenny FL, 32063 
904-635-0083 
buddydugger5754@gmail.com 

Council of Higher Degrees (S) 
Melinda Bell 
9400 N Hollybrook Lake Dr, Apt 106,
Pembrook Pines, FL 33025
954-534-0060
melindabell9@gmail.com

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Emergency Relief 
Wayne Beyer 
332 Woodrow St NE Apt 3 
Ft Walton Bch, FL 32547 
850-376-3833 
webeyer@aol.com

Highlights from the 2025

FMA Annual Convention
Sept 9-12, Rosen Plaza, Orlando



AROUND THE

STATE
SPORTS

 Submitted by Cindy Barnhart
FMA Sports Chairman

FMA
Texas Hold’em 

Tournament 
Best Bet, Jacksonville

October 4, 2025

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2025  The Courier    I    PAGE 13 



PAGE 14    I  The Courier  NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2025

FMA, from page 12

see FMA, page 16

Endowment Fund 
Troy Broughton 
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com 

Financial Review 
Fred Van Nostrand 
29430 Pine Villa Circle, Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
941-457-1107 
fred.vannostrand@yahoo.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch 
Debi Girard 
55 Black Hickory Way, Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
352-446-4143 
dgirardfsyr2023@gmail.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 
Fundraising
Tom Burnam 
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34608 
813-924-2560 
tomburnam@yahoo.com

Fraternal Education 
Ken Bygler   
29178 Camellia Lane, Big Pine Key, FL 33043  
305-731-6978 
kenb@pedrofalcon.com 

Government Relations 
Stephen J. Vella 
441 SE 9th Ave, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
954-856-3478 
vellair@aol.com

Heart of The Community 
Kimberly Kelly 
1147 S. Cornell Terrace, Inverness, FL 34452 
352-422-3966 
kimberlykelly@tampabay.rr.com 

Historical 
F. Ross Fleet
1699 Park Ave, Apt 5 South, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-258-3022
rfleet38@yahoo.com

Hospitality 
John Holbach Jr. 
100 Hampton Road #17 , Clearwater, FL 33759 
727-410-1092 
johnf@theholbachs.com 

Top Sponsors were also recognized for their efforts of growing the Women 
of the Moose.

Top Sponsors
Ranking	 Chapter Number/ Name	 Chapter Member	 Total
	 1	 1601 Anna Maria Island	 Sherry Fragapane	 101
	 2	 1892 North Port	 Brenda Colleen Seal	 57
	 3	 1541 Vero Beach	 Lisa M. Plourde	 14
	 4	 562 Tice And The Shores	 Diana Galigher	 13
	 5	 1810 Big Pine Key	 Ellen A. Guilford	 12
	
Without our Chapters, who steps up with this kind of passion and dedication 
to support the needs of Mooseheart and Moosehaven? 

	 “It makes me proud to be a Moose member.  “It makes me proud to be a Moose member.  
	 I love that there is a place for these seniors to 	 I love that there is a place for these seniors to 
	 go to, and that we help them with their expenses.”	 go to, and that we help them with their expenses.”
	    		  ~ MICHELLE CRAIG SAID OF HER VISIT TO MOOSEHAVEN

RALLY, from page 9

Sherry Fragapane 
received the 
Top Sponsor 
Award from 
Grand Chancellor 
Barb Mcpherson.

Florida Chapter Rally Days committee members Cindy Barnhart, Terri McDonald, 
Babs Moffitt, Rhonda Shockley, Sandy Johnston, Lori Herring, Barbara McPherson, 
Ellen Shindle, and Shirley Brosie.
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TROY BROUGHTON, Special to The Currier 

In a powerful display of unity and compassion, Moose 
members across Florida came together for the Because 
Florida Cares fundraiser, raising over $25,000 to support 
the Moose Endowment Fund—a vital resource that en-
sures the long-term care and education of those served 
by Mooseheart Child City & School and Moosehaven.

This initiative wasn’t just about raising money—it was 
about showing heart. 

Lodges and Chapters from every corner of the state 
joined forces, creating a wave of support that reflected 
the true spirit of the Moose fraternity. 

From handmade hearts hung in lodges to custom t-shirts, 
posters, and heartfelt displays, members found creative 
and meaningful ways to show their commitment.

What Is the Moose Endowment Fund?
The Moose Endowment Fund is a permanent financial 
foundation managed by Moose Charities. 

Donations to this fund are never spent directly. Instead, 
they are invested, and the earnings are used to support 
the ongoing operations of Mooseheart and Moosehaven. 

Because Florida Cares
A United effort supporting the Moose Endowment Fund

see ENDOWMENT, page 19

LEFT: Vero Beach Moose Lodge 1822 Rocker Wall. (photo by Lisa Plourde) 
ABOVE: Dunnellon Chapter 1662 Because Florida Cares Display. (Photo by 
Kimberly Kelly). BOTTOM: Winter Haven kicking off the Cradle fundraiser 
(photo by Cindy Spiker.
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FMA, from page 14

see FMA, page 18

Legal Advisor 

Stephen Gladstone 
21576 Guadalajara Ave, Boca Raton, Fl 33433 
(954) 234-0096 
stephen@srgpa.com

Lobbyist Committee 

Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

Loss Prevention 
Martin Fischer 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
561-541-2162
jayceemarty@yahoo.com

Membership 
Sharon Davis 
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771 
407-709-5681 
wings2me@bellsouth.net 

Moose Charities 

Lori Herring 
176 Briarwood Dr, Debary, FL 32713 
(386) 479-7296 
llherring1969@gmail.com

Moose Riders 

Maureen ‘Mo’ Holland 
602 Strait Ave, Sebastian, FL 32958 
305-481-7189 
mmhrn1953@gmail.com

Orientation  
Jason Thornbloom  
2633 Regatta Dr , Sarasota, FL 34231   
941-914-1637 
thorn-bloompaints@gmail.com

Past Presidents Secretary (FMA) 
Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

Past Presidents Chair (FMA) 
Richard Jones 
407-716-6897 
rbjones0658@gmail.com 

SUPPORT, from page 4

They also provide scholarships for Mooseheart’s graduating seniors and 
support the Endowment Fund.

The Moose Legion supports many different projects for both Mooseh-
eart and Moosehaven. 

The dues are divided and support Moosesheart’s Camp Ross, fundrais-
ing supports the scholarships and programs of the Youth Awareness 
Program, and Student Trips to Moosehaven.

Moosehaven efforts include the Senior Medical Fund, Moosehaven op-
erations and International Moose Legion Operations.

The Moose Legion, as all units do, support the Endowment Fund, which 
began as the “Penny Fund” by, you guessed it, Moose Legionaries.

So, you can see that the Moose Legions and the Chapters make a huge 
impact on our Seniors and our Children in our care.

We cannot forget the major projects that both support like the AAA 
Building and Centennial Hall at Moosehaven, the Museum of Moose His-
tory and the Mooseheart Activity Center at Mooseheart.

So back to the question:

What if the Women of the Moose and the Moose Legion disappeared 
forever?

All the extra effort these individuals have supported for years would fall 
back on the lodges. 

Some lodges would be just fine, while others would lose active volun-
teers, supporting casts, and donors. 

There would be less recognition for good deeds, or success amongst 
the membership. 

There would be no opportunity for someone looking to give that extra 
effort to support their lodge and our Moose mission.

If your lodge currently is at risk of closing their Women of the Moose 
Chapter, or a lodge with a Moose Legion Committee that requires a little 
nudge to get more involved, challenge them to educate your next evolu-
tion of membership on how to get things done.

They all took an oath to give a little more time, energy, and substance to 
support our great Fraternity. Support their efforts. Don’t make it difficult 
for a Moose to be a Moose.

It has been said many times before; many hands make light work of any 
challenge put before you. So, we should all focus on the important stuff 
together.

Exemplify, Diversify, Harmonize…
Focus on the Mission as we work together 

towards the million-member Moose!
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“Welcome to the safest activity at camp!” Ms. Sal be-
gan as Magnolia cabin gathered around the high ropes 
course. 

The campers gazed up at the thirty-foot telephone pole, 
sunlight streaming through the tallest boughs of the pine 
trees circling the clearing.

Ms. Sal stood before the cabin, a harness already 
strapped around her chest and a bright yellow helmet on 
her head. Her statement was true. 

More than any other activity at camp,  
the high ropes course is checked, 
double-checked, and triple-checked for safety. 

The campers learn safety commands, spotters 
are put in place where needed, and the belay 
team is constantly watching the climbers.

“I will never force you, make you, or push you,” Ms. Sal list-
ed. “But I will encourage you.”

High ropes is a test of courage and teamwork.

Many full-grown adults can take one look at the wooden 
beam thirty feet off the ground and feel their stomach 
turn to cement.

One of those adults was a volunteer deputy from Palm 
Beach County Sheriff’s Office.

“I’m from a family of firefighters, and I went to the other 

side [law enforcement] because I’m afraid of heights!” 
Deputy Shannon laughed.

She jumped in to help the belay team, squinting into 
the sun as she cheered the girls on. Deputy Shannon 
watched as Camper Sadie steeled herself and made it to 
the top of the pole, gingerly stepping onto the horizontal 
bridge, looking past her feet to the ground far, far below.

As the camper took her first hesitant steps, gripping the 
belay rope above the knot as instructed, she paused.

“Can you…can you talk? Like you did before?” 
Sadie called down to Ms. Sal. 

The tremor in her voice was unmistakable.

Ms. Sal instantly understood.

“Of course!” she said. “What music are you 
listening to?”

The question helped Sadie push through the top layer of 
fear inside her brain and actually start thinking. 

She took a few more steps forward, dragging the rope 
with her, calling out band names and artists she listened 
to back home.

Before she knew it, Sadie was on the other side of the 
pole. Cheers erupted from her team.

For the rest of the morning, the girls took turns climb

See CAMP, page 22

SARAH JACKSON, Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches

COURAGE
& TEAMWORK
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FMA, from page 16

Pilgrim Chairman  
Chris Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com

Pilgrim Secretary  
Ed McGurn 
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Publications 
Kimberly Kelly
1147 S. Cornell Ter., Inverness, FL 34452
352-422-3966 
thecourierfma@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary
/Resolutions/Bylaws 

Jerry Thompson 
6109 N Whispering Oak Loop, Beverly Hills, FL 34465  
352-362-9014 
southfl46@aol.com

Ritual 
James Esposito
201 NW 29th Court, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-907-0311
jvesposito@hotmail.com

Safe Surfin’ 
Charles (Buddy) Franklin  
7412 Forbes Rd, Zephyrhills, FL 33540  
813-713-3476 
cfranklin18@tampabay.rr.com 

Special Project Fundraising  
Julie Penton  
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
954-802-4527 
pentonj@carico.com

Special Olympics 
Terri Plourde 
39413 Sterling Dr, Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-486-8277
tplourde60@gmail.com

Sports/Activities 
Cindy Barnhart 
1673 W Carriage Dr, Titusville, FL 32796
321-720-7440
cindybarnhart1031@gmail.com

see FMA, page 20

Marathon Moose Lodge 1058 honors 
its veterans wall that showcases their 
Valued Veterans wall shown below. 

They’ve also held a Fundraiser Dinner/
Dance to raise money for our Veter-
ans and Mooseheart/Moosehaven, 
partnered with the Southernmost 
Moose Lodge and the Key West VFW 
to collect Toys for Conchs,  and held 
a “Christmas in July” for their Veter-
ans through Christmas Ornaments 
sales and a handmade  Moose Raffle.

About the MI Valued Veterans 
program
According to Moose Interntational’s 
website (mooseintl.org), the focus 
of Valued Veterans program is on the 
recognition and support of Moose 

veterans with an emphasis on their 
ongoing service to their fraternal 
units and communities through the 
Moose. 

The program’s tag phrase captures 
this well: “Moose Members Serving 
Then . . . and NOW!” 

This approach simultaneously hon-
ors our veterans while also highlight-
ing the Fraternity’s commitment to 
community service.

All nominee’s must “Self-Identify” as 
veterans in the “My Member Record” 
section of the Moose International 
website to be eligible.

Pull up your Membership Record and 
log-in using your established user-
name and password. 

If you are a first time user, you will 
need to set up a user profile before 
you can manage your member infor-
mation online. This is a one time pro-
cess.

After you have successfully logged-
in, check the box next to Valued Vet-
eran under Membership Information. 

Once all of the information in your 
Membership Record is updated, click 
Save. You have now Self-Identified! 

St Petersburg Moose Lodge 1145 Valued Veterans, donated $1000.00 to the 
Marine Corps League Detatchment 57, for sponsorship of the Annual Veterans 
Benefit Car and Truck Show. Submitted by St Petersburg Moose Lodge.

SALUTE, from page 13
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This approach ensures that these vital institutions can 
continue their missions for generations to come, re-
gardless of economic fluctuations.

By contributing to the Endowment Fund, members 
help secure the future of our children and seniors, 
making a lasting impact that goes far beyond a single 
donation.

The Cradle Fundraiser:

Continuing the Spirit
October brought another 
opportunity to support 
the Endowment Fund 
through the Cradle Fund-

raiser. Focused on the youngest resi-
dents of Mooseheart, the Cradle campaign reminds 
us that every child deserves a safe, nurturing environ-
ment—and that our support helps make that possible.

As we reflect in November, we celebrate not only the 

funds raised but the love and unity that powered both 
campaigns.
	
Looking Ahead:
The Rocker 
Fundraiser
in February
The momentum 
doesn’t stop here. Coming 
up in February, the Rocker Fundraiser will offer 
another chance to support Moosehaven and the 
Endowment Fund. 

Just like the Cradle and Florida Cares campaigns, the 
Rocker fundraiser will bring us together for a common 
cause—ensuring our seniors at Moosehaven continue 
to live with dignity, joy, and comfort.

As John R. Reiter reminds us, “Together we can create 
a ripple effect of positivity that reaches far and wide.” 

Lodges and Chapters That Made It Happen
The success of the fundraiser was made possible by 
the dedication of Moose Lodges and Chapters across 
Florida. From Key West to Jacksonville, Pensacola to 
Palm Beach Gardens, each lodge and chapter played 
a vital role in building a legacy of care, compassion, 

and community.

For a complete list of Lodges and Chapters who par-
ticipated, please see page 21.

Troy Broughton is the FMA Endowment Chairman. He 
can be reached at troybroughton@ymail.com.

ENDOWMENT, from page 15

That spirit was at the heart of Because Florida Cares—a movement that 
proved when we come together, we can make a lasting difference.

Let’s carry that energy forward into every campaign, every lodge, and every heart.
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AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Venice, FL Lodge #1308 donated two boxes of Tommy Moose this morn-
ing to the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office. Pictured are Community 
Affairs Officer Matt Binkley (in the blue shirt) and several officers and 
deputies accepting our annual donation.

Submitted by Scott Duncan

Thirty-one Venice High School students participated in a Youth Aware-
ness orientation meeting this morning at Venice, FL Lodge #1308. Pic-
tured with the students are Youth Awareness Co-Chairperson Deborah 
Sunderland and Lodge President Donald Green.

Submitted via Facebook post on FMA Group

Dunnellon Chapter 1662 held a Halloween Party for the children at PPEC 
in Dunnellon. PPEC cares for children with medical needs throughout the 
day.                                                                                      Submitted via Facebook

Valued Veterans 
Frank Venditti 
8694 Ashbury Dr, Hudson, FL 34667 
727-809-1259 
flvendis@yahoo.com

Veterans Affairs 
Larry D’Angelo 
9 Pinewood Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
239-822-3617 
larrymoose2266@aol.com 

Webmaster
Marvin Gardner 
220 Bel Aire S, Merritt Island, Fl 32952 
515-720-6804 
marvgardner@gmail.com

Webmaster Asst/Calendar
Jim Blanchard 
4095 SW 56th Ave, Davie, FL 33314
954-448-1143
jim@jablanchard.com

Youth Awareness  (N) 
Todd and Julie Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444 
850-866-8679 
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Youth Awareness (S) 
Candy and Dominique Saindon 
18910 Bay Woods Lake Dr, #101, Fort Myers, FL 33908
603-491-7653
sunapeebeachbum@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL
APPOINTMENTS
Intl BOD Chairman
John Reiter
5250 SE 34th Court. Ocala, FL 34480
352-804-4679
mooseracer@cox.net

Intl Board of Directors
Sandy Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-593-2458
country_paths@yahoo.com

Intl Outer Guard
Chris Pedone
4658 Goldfinch Lane, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com
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Arcadia Lodge #1327
Big Pine Key Lodge #1585
Bradenton Lodge #1223
Brandon Lodge #1880
Brooksville Lodge #1676
Cape Coral Lodge #2199
Cocoa Lodge #1717
Crystal River Lodge #2013
Davie Lodge #1798
Deland Lodge #1126
Dunnellon Lodge #2308
Englewood Lodge #1933
Fort Myers Lodge #1899
Fort Pierce Lodge #248
Fort Walton Beach Lodge #2193
Golden Gate Lodge #1654
Gulf Cove Lodge #2554
Gulf Gate Lodge #608
Haines City Lodge #2083
Halifax River Lodge #2516
Interbay Tampa Lodge #912
Inverness Lodge #2112
Islamorada Lodge #2151
Jacksonville Beach Lodge #1558
Jacksonville Lodge #455
Key West Lodge #1760
Kingsbay Lodge #2418
Lake Placid Lodge #2374
Lake Wales Lodge #2391
Land O’Lakes Lodge #1903
Lehigh Acres Lodge #2266
Leisure City Lodge #2258
Macclenny Lodge #2412
Marathon Lodge #1058
Marianna Lodge #1026
Miramar Lodge #1150
Naples Lodge #1782
Nassau Lodge #2352
New Port Richey Lodge #1747
North Hillsboro Lodge #1741

Ocala Lodge #1014
Okeechobee Lodge #1753
Orlando Lodge #766
Palm Beach Gardens Lodge #2010
Palm Harbor Lodge #433
Palmetto Lodge #2117
Panama City Lodge #1389
Pensacola Lodge #557
Perrine Lodge #380
Pompano Beach Lodge #2157
Punta Gorda Lodge #1693
Quincy Lodge #2672
Riverview Lodge #2158
Ruskin Lodge #813
Sanford Lodge #1851
Sarasota Lodge #1319
Satellite Beach Lodge #2367
Sebring Lodge #2259
Silver Springs Lodge #1199
South Lake County Lodge #1615
Spring Hill Lodge #521
St Petersburg Lodge #1145
Tallahassee Lodge #1075
Tamarac Lodge #2267
Vero Beach Lodge #1822
Wakulla County Lodge #2510
West Boca Raton Lodge #204
West Marion Lodge #2356
Winter Haven Lodge #1023
Zephyrhills Lodge #2276

Chapters that
contributed include:
Dunnellon Chapter #1662
Englewood Chapter #1582
Inverness Chapter #1773
Nassau Chapter #2355
Okeechobee Chapter #956
Pompano Beach Chapter #600
Tice And The Shores Chapter #562

2025
CONTRIBUTIONS

 BY LODGE
AND CHAPTER

Intl Activities Committee
Todd Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Intl Moose Charities Board
Julie Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-303-3741
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

Intl Membership Comm
Sharon Davis
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771
407-709-5681
wings2me.sd@gmail.com

Moosehaven Executive Director
Helen Taylor
1701 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-278-1210
htaylor@moosehaven.org

Moosehaven BOD
Dan ONeal
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-2863
407-547-7216
indianriver178@gmail.com

Moosehaven BOD
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr, Sanford, FL 32771
407-314-6287
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Moose Foundation
F. Ross Fleet
1699 Park Ave Apt 5 South, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-258-3022
rfleet38@yahoo.com

Intl Pilgrim Council
Rodney Hammond
2936 Oaktree Dr, Kissimmee, FL 34744
407-256-1950
rhammond2544@gmail.com

Intl Pilgrim President
Harry Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-590-6515
s.hjhohn22@gmail.com

FMA, from page 16

see FMA, page 23
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ing up the pole and taking slow, careful steps across 
the course. Some of them made it past the ladder, but 
changed their minds at the staples. 

Every step was celebrated as its own victory; no one was 
ridiculed for turning back, for knowing their limits.

As the last camper’s feet safely touched the ground, 
Deputy Shannon stepped forward.

With a delighted cheer, her cabin watched the deputy 
get clipped into the harness and approach the ladder.

“I think it’s important for the kids to see that I at least 
tried,” Deputy Shannon explained later. 

True to her prediction, her fear of heights stalled her 
progress a few feet above the ladder.

“It’s not a failure if you try,” she said.

During the debrief, the campers sat in a circle and dis-
cussed the activity.

	 Because of friends like the Because of friends like the 
	 Florida Moose Association, 	 Florida Moose Association, 
	 we are able to show campers like 	 we are able to show campers like 
	 Sadie what they’re truly capable of.	 Sadie what they’re truly capable of.

“How did we use the four C’s today?” Ms. Sal asked.

“We communicated with the safety commands,” one 
camper called out.

“Being on the belay team was cooperating together,” an-
other said.

“You had to concentrate when you walked across.”

“We showed commitment by trying,” Camper Isa said.

“I’m so proud of you guys,” Deputy Shannon told the group. 
“Because you tried and were so kind to each other.”

These connections between campers and law enforce-
ment are a vital part of summer camp. 

Deputies act as role models, cheerleaders, and advisors 
for cornerstone moments in a child’s life: moments of 
fear, of uncertainty, and moments of victory.

Because of friends like the Florida Moose Association, 
we are able to show campers like Sadie what they’re truly 
capable of. 

Even if there aren’t high ropes courses back home, they 
know they are strong enough to make it through any chal-
lenges that come their way. 

Thank you for helping campers and deputies step out of 
their comfort zones at summer camp this year!

CAMP, from page 17



\		  SAT, NOV 1
		  3 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Kevin Lydick
Tice & The Shores 1297
	 Regalia
	 239564-3619, loom1297kel@aol.com

		  SUN, NOV 2
		  2 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Warren Martin	
Okeechobee 1753
	 Regalia
	 863-634-5415, wmcb2012@yahoo.com

		  SAT, NOV 15
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Robert Gerhardt	
Lake City 624
	 Regalia
	 386-697-3291, lodge624@mooseunits.org

		  SAT, NOV 15
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
James Kochersperger	
Pompano Beach 2157
	 Regalia
	 716-868-8816, jkochersperger2@gmail.com

		  SAT,  NOV 22
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
John Holbach	
Palm Harbor 433
	 Regalia
	 3727-410-5744, holby1967@outlook.com

		  SAT, DEC 6
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Scott Kern	
Sanford 1851
	 Regalia
	 407-314-6287, kerntransman@yahoo.com

		  SUN
		  DEC 7
Moose Legion 46 Conferral 	
Boca Raton

		  SAT-SUN
		  DEC 6-7
Moose Legion Cypress 202 Celebration	
Crystal River

		  SAT-SUN
		  JAN 17-18
Open 8 Ball Tournament
Orlando Moose Lodge
	 Danny Morris, danny_m@bellsouth.net
	 Cindy Barnhart, 321-720-7440

		  SAT, DEC 13		
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Jeff Pitch	
Arcadia 1327
	 Regalia
	 863-990-9670, jeffro269@embarqmail.com

		  SAT, JAN 17, 2026
		  4 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
John Holbach	
Palm Harbor 433
	 Regalia
	 727-410-5744, holby1967@outlook.com

		  SAT-SUN
		  JAN 24-25, 2026
Gulfstream Moose Legion 189
Winter Celebration	
West Dade Lodge
	 Conferral Sunday January 25, 2026 at Noon

		  FRI-SUN
		  FEB 6-8, 2026		
Jack and Jill Pool Tournament	
Ruskin 813

		  SUN
		  MAR 8, 2026
Moose Legion 46 Conferral 	
Davie

		  SAT-SUN
		  MAR 28-29, 2026
Gulfstream Moose Legion 189
Spring Celebration	
Big Pine Key Lodge      
	 Conferral Sunday March 29, 2026 at Noon

		  THU-SUN
		  APR 9-12, 2026	
2026 FMA Mid-Year Conference
Rosen Plaza Hotel Orlando 	
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

		  SAT
		  JUN 13, 2026
Moose Legion #46 	
Naples Get-A-Way
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Florida Moose
Association Calendar

For more events go to FloridaMoose.com

WOTM Chapter Advocate
Barb ‘Babs’ Moffitt
949 Pecan Circle, Sebastian FL 32976
609-618-3098
keysgal50@gmail.com

WOTM Higher Degree Board
Kimberly Kelly
1147 S. Cornell Ter, Inverness, FL 34452
352-422-3966
authenticmeus@gmail.com

WOTM Grand Chancellor
Barb McPherson
bmcpherson@mooseintl.org
630-966-2243

WOTM Past Grand Regent
Gloria Petra
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill FL 34608
813-294-0836
gloriapetrea@yahoo.com

WOTM Conferral Coordinator
Sharon Krutulis
16453 SW 294 St, Homestead FL 33033
3058043124
sharonkrutulis@hotmail.com

FMA, from page 21




